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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HEALTH ISSUES CENTRE

CONSUMERS REFORMING HEALTH 2011 CONFERENCE
Health Issues Centre will host the inaugural international conference for community engagement in health care. The conference will run from 18-20 July 2011 with a Public Forum on Sunday, 17 July 2011 at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre.

Consumers Reforming Health 2011 is a forum developed specifically for those with interest in involving consumers in health policy and process. The conference upholds the essential principle that consumer participation is fundamental for health development, clinical governance, community capacity building and health outcomes.
The program aims to demonstrate and enhance this proposition by exploring the experiences, frameworks and practical strategies of participation in a number of health sectors among a diverse range of relevant stakeholders. It intends to broker some new learning on core principles for future change.
Abstract submissions for the conference are now open.
 For further information about the conference please go to the conference website.
Consumers Reforming Health Conference

CONSUMER PARTICIPATION

Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre Community Advisory Committee

The Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre (Peter Mac) is seeking applications from interested members of the community to join its Community Advisory Committee. There are two vacancies to fill.

The Community Advisory Committee operates as a Committee of the Peter Mac Board of Directors. The eleven (11) members advise the Board on how to improve and promote participation by consumers and community members in the planning, delivery and evaluation of cancer care and services.

If you wish to receive a position description and application form for these positions, please contact Nicky Barry on 9479 3222 or n.barry@healthissuescentre.org.au
Steering Committee and Advisory Group for Victorian Data Linkages – Department of Health

The purpose of the Steering Committee and Advisory Group (SCAG) is to support the Department of Health (DH) in developing the Victorian Data Linkages (VDL) by providing advice on its direction and implementation. 

Victorian Data Linkages (VDL) is a special purpose project within the Department of Health to establish the infrastructure to enable Victorian population-based data sets to be linked with each other in order to provide rich information that enables new questions to be asked of existing data sets. In so doing, VDL enables Victorian government and academic researchers to access the evidence base that they need to inform better policy, decision making and clinical transformation.

The Department of Health is pleased to invite you to nominate two consumer representatives.  Nominations should have the following:

· Interest in health and health services research at the population level

· Interest in the work of Victorian Data Linkages

· Experience in a role that is relevant to the work of Victorian Data Linkages

· Ability to communicate with researchers, management and other members; and

· Ability to participate in regular meetings

The Terms of Reference are available here:

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/08/343308-upload-00001.docm
Expressions of interest should be sent directly to:

Lucy Firth: Manager Outreach, Performance and Evaluation Victorian Data Linkages Department of Health: lucy.firth@health.vic.gov.au or

Dr Vijaya Sundararajan: Vijaya.sundararajan@health.vic.gov.au
Victorian & Tasmanian Youth Cancer Advisory Board -

Run by young people for young people

Share your experience, advice and knowledge to improve services for young people diagnosed with cancer.

If you are a patient, survivor, sibling or partner who has had a cancer experience and are aged 15-25, we want to hear from you.

Please call 9656 1744 or email lucy.holland@petermac.org
ON THE WEB

Australian Indigenous Health InfoNet - Yarning places

Yarning places (formerly called communities of practice) are electronic networks that enable people with an interest in Indigenous health to share information, knowledge and experience - even when they live in different States, Territories and regions, come from different sectors (such as health, education and justice), and work for different organisations.

By combining quality, up-to-date web-based information resources with yarning places we aim to create 'one stop info-shops' for people working, studying or interested in various Indigenous health issues. When you join a yarning place - membership is free - you will have access to electronic services that assist members to network, yarn and share information and experiences online:
· The e-mob list provides members' contact details (permission to display the details is obtained beforehand). 

· The e-yarning board is an electronic board for discussion and debate about relevant issues. 

· The e-message stick is an email list which enables a member to reach all members with one email. 
To find out more, go to:
http://www.healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au/health-resources/yarning-places
NEW RESOURCES

NHMRC Research Funding Facts Book 2010

The NHMRC Research Funding Facts book 2010 contains key statistics related to NHMRC’s research funding and research activity over the last ten years. It reflects NHMRC’s substantial commitment to collecting, reporting and increasing the understanding of health and medical research funding in Australia.

NHMRC research funding to each of the Australian Government’s National Health Priority Areas (Arthritis, Asthma, Cancer, Cardiovascular disease, Diabetes, Mental health and Obesity) has increased at least three fold since 2001. 

More of the latest research funding statistics and facts can be found on the NHMRC research funding statistics and data page.

National health data dictionary, version 15  
The July 2010 revision to the National Health Data Dictionary (NHDD) including national minimum data sets (NMDS) has now been released and is available on the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) website. As part of the METeOR metadata online registry, the dictionary's purpose is to provide national standards on the health reporting framework for both statistical and clinical analysis which provides meaningful input to community discussion and public policy debate on health issues in Australia. This version confirms to international standard ISO/IEC 11179 Information Technology Metadata Registries (MDR), 2003. Click on the link to view the report. 

BreastScreen Australia monitoring report 2006-07 and 2007-08
The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare has released a new report and supplementary data tables.  

Breast cancer is the second most common cause of death from cancer in Australian women. BreastScreen Australia monitoring report 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 is the tenth report presenting national statistics (combining data from the 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 reporting periods) on key program activity, performance and outcome indicators for BreastScreen Australia, which aims to reduce mortality and morbidity from breast cancer through detecting cancers early. Since BreastScreen Australia commenced in 1991, mortality from breast cancer has decreased steadily. Further, more than half of all invasive breast cancers detected by BreastScreen Australia are small, with small breast cancers associated with increased treatment options and improved survival. 

To view or download the report and/or statistics, please go to:

http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/index.cfm/title/11751
EVENTS OF INTEREST

NEW VICTORIAN PRIMARY AND COMMUNITY HEALTH NETWORK LEADERSHIP FORUMS SERIES - Managing in a Time of Change

Lunchtime forums of interest to those working in health and community services.

15 September- Creating a Paradigm Shift

20 October - Working in Uncertainty

24 November – Focus on Partnership

Information relating to the forum series including registration is available at http://www.latrobe.edu.au/aipc/pchnetwork/forums_2010/AIPC%20Leadership%20Forum%20VR6_5-8-10.pdf
The registration fee includes thoughtful speakers approaching topics of interest from different perspectives, as well as a beautiful two course lunch with refreshments.

All those interested in health and community services are encouraged to register – NOW!!

For further information contact Jenny Macmillan on 9479 1772 or email j.macmillan@latrobe.edu.au
“Helping each other to help ourselves”

This is an opportunity for all self help and support groups to celebrate their group, their achievements and the self help group movement.

Wednesday 8 September

COSHG will be holding a day of information and activities to launch 

National Self Help and Support Groups Awareness Week.

Please join us at Ross House, Hayden Raysmith Room,

4th Floor, 247 Flinders Lane, Melbourne from 11.15am.

Activities will include:

11.15 to 2.00pm
Self Help Groups information stalls and opportunity to contribute to an Awareness Week banner
11.15am
Acknowledgement of Country / COSHG welcome

11.40am
Launch by the Minister for Community Development, 
Lily D’Ambrosio MP

12.00pm
Fiona Ross, Prinny Hill Public Housing Tenants Self Help Group 

12.15pm
OMABI performance

1.10pm
Mary-ann Liethof, Polio Australia - ‘The Acorn Story’

Phone: 03) 9349 2301 Email: info@coshg.org.au or visit: www.coshg.org.au/news.html
Board members: roles, responsibilities, liabilities and protections
This 'back to basics' training is suitable for new not-for-profit board / committee of management members or existing boards or committees that want a refresher on the role and legal responsibilities that come with running an effective community organisation in Victoria.
Beaufort: 
Tuesday 14 September 2010, 11am to 2.30pm
Mildura: 
Monday 11 October 2010, 11am to 2.30pm
Swan Hill: 
Tuesday 12 October 2010, 9am to 12pm
Hastings: 
Tuesday 19 October 2010, 11.00am to 2.30pm
Warrnambool: 
Thursday 18 November 2010, 5.30 to 8pm
Geelong: 
Tuesday 15 February 2011, 1 to 4pm
Melbourne CBD: 
Wednesday 16 February 2011, 11am to 2pm
Administration fee: $40.00 inc. GST per person ($20.00 inc. GST for VCOSS Members).
Flyer & Registration form 
Contact: Emma Richardson, VCOSS Clearinghouse Project Support Officer
Phone: (03) 9654 5050
Email: emma.richardson@vcoss.org.au
Website: www.vcoss.org.au/clearinghouse
Health Issues Centre Board vacancies

The Board of Health Issues Centre is seeking applications from persons willing to be co-opted to the Board. Appointment is as a full-Board member for a period of 2 years. Our policy states that: “A co-opted member will have experience in a set of relevant skill that would complement the skills of existing members and assist the organisation to reach its goals. Such skills might include finance, business, marketing, consumer complaints management, corporate governance, participated as consumer or carer or staff member in health system, interest in health policy, or advocacy around health issues.” The Board is looking for co-opted members who have such skills, especially in relation to financial management, accredited training, change-management, Victorian State health system and networking, legal and governance matters, primary/community health care.

Applicants must:

· Be a financial individual member of Health Issues Centre, or have applied, at time of short-listing.

· Be committed to Health Issues Centre's mission and values and to expanding the voices of consumers throughout the health system.

· Demonstrate an ability to work cooperatively with other members of the Board and staff.

Please see the Health Issues Centre website for information relating to the above three criteria, such as membership forms, mission statement and list of current Board and staff members. Opportunities to stand for vacant elected Board positions will be advertised as usual in the notice of AGM to be issued in September.

Inquiries or a letter (or email) stating your application for appointment as a co-opted member of the Health Issues Centre Board, including response to the above criteria, a brief CV or biographical details, the contact details of one or more relevant referee, personal contact details and, Health Issues Centre membership number or application form, should be sent by COB September 10th to:

The CEO

Michael Janssen

Health Issues Centre
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Or via email: m.janssen@healthissuescentre.org.au 

Arthritis Victoria Scholarship Program 2010 

Scholarship Description
Arthritis Victoria is the peak consumer organisation in Victoria for people with musculoskeletal conditions, offering a range of services and programs for consumers and health professionals. Our vision is ‘The best possible musculoskeletal health and wellbeing for all Victorians’. 

We are seeking committed and enthusiastic PhD scholars to explore ways in which Arthritis Victoria can improve the health outcomes of our consumers. Using several sources of data and information, a total of eight research priorities were identified by Arthritis Victoria. The following are Arthritis Victoria’s three top research priorities for 2009-2011:
· The out of pocket expenses (OOPE) associated with managing chronic musculoskeletal conditions include prescription and non-prescription medications, allied health services, alternative therapies and exercise programs. In combination, these expenses compromise consumers’ health, wellbeing and quality of life.

· Understanding the needs and experiences of consumers with musculoskeletal conditions in rural and remote areas

· Better understanding of the needs and experiences of younger and working age adults with musculoskeletal conditions.
Availability

Arthritis Victoria is offering full scholarships(s) and/or top up scholarship(s). The successful applicant will be required to commence study no later than within three months of receiving notice of successfully being awarded a scholarship. 
Payment Information

The value for a full scholarship is $25,000 per annum. The top up scholarship value will be determined at a later stage, dependent on the number of selected Top Up applications. Unless otherwise specified, payment in respect of scholarships will be made six monthly in advance to the host institution.
Research Information

This scholarship is open to applicants from any discipline of research relevant to musculoskeletal conditions, including but not limited to, medicine, public health, epidemiology, health economics, social sciences, psychosocial and policy.
Eligibility

This scholarship is for a full-time study, or part time
 equivalent, in Victoria at a Victorian Institution. Application is open to citizens of Australia or New Zealand, Australian permanent residents and International students with valid student visas. Research groups may also apply.

Application Details
To apply for a scholarship, please visit Arthritis Victoria’s website at (http://www.arthritisvic.org.au/pages.asp?d=5A4C5A717251477C7008060F070307). You can download the Scholarship Guidelines for further information about the scholarship including research priorities, application forms and referee reports. 

Closing date of applications: 11th October 2010, by 5pm.
Main Contact

Esther Lim
Research Management Unit Coodinator, Policy and Research Unit

Arthritis Victoria
research@arthritisvic.org.au
Ph. 8531 8061/8531 8015
CONFERENCES

Balancing Emergency and Elective Surgery 

Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

09/09/2010 – 10/09/2010

Link:

http://www.anzca.edu.au/events/events/balancing-emergency-and-elective-surgery.ics
The MHS (The Mental Health Services) 20th Annual Conference
Location:
Sydney

Dates:

14/09/2010 – 17/09/2010

Details:
20 years strong and now a renaissance

Link:

http://www.themhs.org/2010-annual-conference
National Centre for Farmer Health Inaugural Conference

Location:
Hamilton, Victoria

Date:
11/10/2010 – 13/10/2010

Link:  
www.farmerhealth.org.au/conference 

Creating a Healthier Future: Population Health Approaches to Planning
Location:
Melbourne, Victoria

Date:
14/10/2010 – 15/10/2010

Link:  
www.vha.org.au
National Forum on Safety and Quality in Health Care
Location:
Canberra

Dates:

25/10/2010 – 26/10/2010

Link:

http://sapmea.asn.au/conventions/forumsqhc2010/index.html
Supporting the Healthcare Workforce – Innovations in OH &S

Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

18/11/2010 – 19/11/2010

Link:

http://www.changechampions.com.au/upcoming-seminars
To subscribe or unsubscribe to eNews, contact Souzi Markos:

info@healthissuescentre.org.au
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� Arthritis Victoria will consider applications for part-time scholarships where the scholarship holder is unable to undertake a full-time scholarship due to caring responsibilities and/or health needs.





PAGE  
1

_1176100811.doc
PAGE  

2



[image: image1.png]HEALTH
I55VES

“TCENTRE

Reg No.A14282)






c:\docume~1\souzim~1\locals~1\temp\~wro1769.doc




