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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HEALTH ISSUES CENTRE

Call for papers – Workforce Journal
We are interested in hearing about your specialist topic which may be:

· Nursing care health workforce changes

· Aged care health workforce changes

· Physiotherapy health workforce changes

· Indigenous health workforce changes

· Refugee health workforce changes

· Rural health workforce changes

· Consumer perspectives on health workforce changes

We are particularly interested in consumers’ experiences, also feature articles and opinion pieces. 

The deadline for articles is Tuesday, 24 August 2010. Author guidelines are available here:

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/07/341815-upload-00001.pdf
We are happy to work with you to develop ideas and formats. If you have any questions or suggestions – please feel free to contact Nicola Bruce on (03) 9479 3520 or email n.bruce@healthissuescentre.org.au
CONSUMER PARTICIPATION 

Consumer Advisory Committees One Day Forum 27 July 2010 – 

Refreshing the CAC vision – A decade on

Health Issues Centre was delighted to host this forum which was attended by around 90 CAC members from Health Services across Victoria. Thank you to the CAC members who made presentations on the day and to the Resource Officers who assisted with the planning and facilitation of the event. Forum presentations can be viewed at our front page: http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/
POLICY NEWS

Government policy has been outlined in a series of pre-election commitments, including in the 2010-11 Federal Budget. Some critical areas are:

· increased focus on primary healthcare with $416.8m over five years for Medicare Locals and for better after-hours general practice access;

· enhanced multidisciplinary care with $355.2m for new GP super clinics;

· $390.3m for practice nurses to assist GPs;

· $449.2m over five years for diabetes programs;

· eHealth - $466.7m over 2 years to implement the NEHTA business case and introduce personal electronic health records by 1 July 2012;

· Hospitals – activity based funding $163m; four hour emergency access targets $500m;

· Workforce - $643m for training of health professions;

· Prevention - $131.8m for new initiatives including anti-smoking and binge drinking campaigns.

To stay up to date with key party election health policies, visit:
· Australian Labour Party: http://www.alp.org.au/agenda/health-reform/ 

· Liberal National Coalition: http://liberal.org.au/Issues/Health.aspx 

· Australian Greens: http://greens.org.au/policies/care-for-people/health 

NEW ON OUR WEBSITE

Participatory Action Research: Practical Strategies for Actively Engaging and Maintaining Participation in Immigrant and Refugee Communities. 2009

This article shows that active participation is seen as the gateway into a Participatory Action Research project. The data also suggest that newcomers’ motivations to participate in a PAR-oriented project might vary across ethno-cultural groups. Practitioners working in community-based initiatives would do well to appeal to the diversity of motivational factors, while endorsing individual and group strengths.

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/08/342553-upload-00001.pdf
Engaging refugee and migrant young people around mental health: Exploring strategies that work. 2008

This report documents the proceedings of the forum which includes guest speakers’ presentations, strategies for engaging refugee and migrant young people around mental health issues and improving service delivery, as well as follow-up actions to be explored and developed by Action on Disability within Ethnic Communities (ADEC) and Centre for Multicultural Youth (CMY).

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/08/342556-upload-00001.pdf
Stop the Rot! - Joint statement from the National Oral Health Alliance

More than one in three Australians delay or avoid dental treatment because they have indicated that they can’t afford it and more and more people are on waiting lists for dental care.

· Public dental patients are more likely than other Australians to have dental decay. 

· Nearly half of 6-year-old children have decay in their ‘baby’ teeth. 

· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged between 4-15 years are more likely than other children to experience dental disease. 

The health and social impact of poor oral health is immense. The National Oral Health Alliance has launched a campaign to seek a commitment from all political parties in the federal election for direct and effective action to ensure:

· Australians can access oral health care when they need it. 

· That Australia has a self-sufficient and sustainable dental workforce. 

· National leadership and coordination to ensure am effective preventive health strategy for oral health care. 


Get involved

Help us raise this critical issue. To get involved you can:

· read our joint statement 

· email politicians 

· tell us your story 

· read our media releases 

For more information about the National Oral Health Alliance, go to the website:  http://www.oralhealth.asn.au/
NEW RESOURCES

Snapshot of Australian primary health care research 2010

This snapshot of recent Australian research projects demonstrates the potential for primary health care research to improve the health of Australians. 

Snapshot of Australian primary health care research 2010 is a collaborative venture involving representatives from PHC RIS, the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing, Australian Primary Health Care Research Institute, Australian Association for Academic General Practice, Royal Australian College of General Practitioners.

http://www.apo.org.au/research/snapshot-australian-primary-health-care-research-2010
Planetree
Planetree is an internationally recognised leader in patient-centred care. In healthcare settings throughout the United States, Canada, and Europe, Planetree is demonstrating that patient-centred care is not only an empowering philosophy, but a viable, vital, and cost-effective model. 

http://www.planetree.org/index.html
EVENTS OF INTEREST
Helping your consumers to access good quality evidence-based information on the internet. 

Presenters: Terry Harrison, Clinical Librarian, Health Sciences Library, Royal Melbourne Hospital & Janet Wale, Convenor Cochrane Consumer Network

‘Healthwise’ was developed at Royal Melbourne Hospital in conjunction with the Community Advisory Committee to assist consumers access and search reliable internet sites. The aim of ‘Healthwise’ is to improve health literacy. 

Come and learn how you can use the ‘Healthwise’ framework to assist the people you work with to use information from the internet to best effect. 

Who should attend?

· Health professionals from hospitals and community health services working with people with chronic illnesses

· Interested consumers with chronic illnesses

· and carers

· Researchers in self-management.

Date: Thursday, 19 August 2010, 10 am to 12 noon

Gallery Meeting Room 

Ground floor

MULTICULTURAL HUB

506 Elizabeth St Melbourne 

(Opposite Vic Market)

Parking at Vic Market, trains to Melbourne Central, trams along Elizabeth St. 

RSVP TO: cwalker@chronicillness.org.au or Christine Walker, Chronic Illness Alliance  (03) 9882 4654

Points of Departure Project – Multicultural Women’s Health

The Points of Departure Project builds the capacity of NGOs and individuals to advocate on key issues affecting immigrant and refugee women. A major outcome of the project is the Advocacy Toolkit. 

Multicultural Centre for Women’s Health will be launching the Points of Departure Advocacy Toolkit & PACE Best Practice Guide to Leadership Program. The event will also celebrate the graduation of the 18 women participating in the inaugural PACE Women’s Leadership Training Program.

Date: Wednesday, 25 August 10.30 am – 12 noon

Venue: Fitzroy Town Hall Reading Room
RSVP by Wednesday, 18 August on (03) 9418 0999 or reception@mcwh.com.au
CONSUMERS REFORMING HEALTH 2011 CONFERENCE
Health Issues Centre will host the inaugural international conference for community engagement in health care. The conference will run from 18-20 July 2011 with a Public Forum on Sunday, 17 July 2011 at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre.

Consumers Reforming Health 2011 is a forum developed specifically for those with interest in involving consumers in health policy and process. The conference upholds the essential principle that consumer participation is fundamental for health development, clinical governance, community capacity building and health outcomes.

The program aims to demonstrate and enhance this proposition by exploring the experiences, frameworks and practical strategies of participation in a number of health sectors among a diverse range of relevant stakeholders. It intends to broker some new learning on core principles for future change.

For further information about the conference please go to the conference website.
Consumers Reforming Health Conference

CONFERENCES

2nd Improving the Delivery of Emergency Care 
Location:
Gold Coast
Dates:

26/08/2010 – 27/08/2010 

Link:

http://www.changechampions.com.au/upcoming-seminars
In the Spotlight:  Patient Centred Care 

Location:
Brisbane

Dates:

02/09/2010 – 03/09/2010 

Link:

http://www.changechampions.com.au/upcoming-seminars
8th Australian Conference on Safety and Quality in Health Care
Location:
Perth

Dates:

06/09/2010 – 08/09/2010

Link:

http://www.aaqhc2010.org.au/ 

Balancing Emergency and Elective Surgery 

Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

09/09/2010 – 10/09/2010

Link:

http://www.anzca.edu.au/events/events/balancing-emergency-and-elective-surgery.ics
The MHS (The Mental Health Services) 20th Annual Conference
Location:
Sydney

Dates:

14/09/2010 – 17/09/2010

Details:
20 years strong and now a renaissance

Link:

http://www.themhs.org/2010-annual-conference
National Centre for Farmer Health Inaugural Conference

Location:
Hamilton, Victoria

Date:
11/10/2010 – 13/10/2010

Link:  
www.farmerhealth.org.au/conference 

National Forum on Safety and Quality in Health Care
Location:
Canberra

Dates:

25/10/2010 – 26/10/2010

Link:

http://sapmea.asn.au/conventions/forumsqhc2010/index.html
Supporting the Healthcare Workforce – Innovations in OH &S

Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

18/11/2010 – 19/11/2010

Link:

http://www.changechampions.com.au/upcoming-seminars
To subscribe or unsubscribe to eNews, contact Souzi Markos:
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