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Victorians Participate in Health

New resources, web links and practice examples added for August 2010 
Cultural Diversity
Health Issues Centre with funding from the Department of Health maintains and provides a webpage which contains information about consumer participation in health. Documents focus on resources - key relevant policy documents, examples of participation in practice, and research on consumer participation. 

New Weblinks
Diversity Health Institute (DHI)

Diversity Health Institute (DHI) is a consortium of public health organisations that work together to improve the health and wellbeing of Australia's culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) community.

http://www.dhi.gov.au/
New practice examples 
Participatory Action Research: Practical Strategies for Actively Engaging and Maintaining Participation in Immigrant and Refugee Communities. 2009

This article shows that active participation is seen as the gateway into a Participatory Action Research project. The data also suggest that newcomers’ motivations to participate in a PAR-oriented project might vary across ethno-cultural groups. Practitioners working in community-based initiatives would do well to appeal to the diversity of motivational factors, while endorsing individual and group strengths.

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/08/342553-upload-00001.pdf
Engaging refugee and migrant young people around mental health: Exploring strategies that work. 2008

This report documents the proceedings of the forum which includes guest speakers’ presentations, strategies for engaging refugee and migrant young people around mental health issues and improving service delivery, as well as follow-up actions to be explored and developed by Action on Disability within Ethnic

Communities (ADEC) and Center for Multicultural Youth (CMY).

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/08/342556-upload-00001.pdf
New Resources
Are you talking to me? Negotiating the challenge of cultural diversity in children's health care. 2008

The project examined health interactions between families from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds (1st and 2nd generation) and health professionals, with a particular focus on the potential cultural ‘mismatches’ in health service provision.
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/08/342552-upload-00001.pdf
When the Patient Gets Lost in Translation. 2009
This article argues that the doctor-patient communication is driven by the doctor’s need for patient input rather than by the patient’s need to communicate. The article is available from
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/23/health/23chen.html?_r=2&ref=health
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