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JOURNAL NEWS
CALL FOR PAPERS

Call for contributors to a special edition of 

Health Issues Centre Journal: Oral Health Care

The deadline for articles is Friday, 1 May 2010
We encourage you to consider submitting an article, opinion piece, consumer experience, book review or news item on these important issues that will affect us all in the future. 

The Health Issues Centre Journal welcomes articles from Australian and international contributors that critique health issues from the consumers' and carers' perspectives and report on and provide analysis of current state, national and international developments.  Past editions of the journal can be accessed at 

www.healthissuescentre.org.au 

The Journal has an Editorial Committee that assesses all contributions and guidelines for authors are available at http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/detail.chtml?filename_num=204565
 

We hope that you will consider submitting an article for this edition.  If you would like to discuss your ideas or wish to express interest in making a written contribution to the Journal please contact Assunta Morrone (03) 9479 3520 or email me at n.bruce@healthissuescentre.org.au
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Be part of strengthening the engagement of consumers in one of Victoria’s peak consumer organisations.

Arthritis Victoria is looking for a project officer to support the development of a new consumer engagement strategy, as well as assist with the development, implementation and evaluation of specific consumer-related projects. The role is a full-time/part-time (negotiable) fixed term contract which is located in Arthritis Victoria’s Policy & Research Unit.  

For more information and a position description, please got to www.arthritisvic.org.au
CONSUMER POSITIONS
Consumer Position 100052

An advisory committee is being formed to oversee a study in Chiropractic in Victoria. The committee will provide advice on various aspects of the study, including practitioner and patient recruitment, study feasibility and acceptability. The committee is seeking a consumer who:

- is, or has been in the past, a consumer of chiropractic services. 

- has an understanding and/or experience in accessing chiropractic care for any health condition.

- Experience working on committees desirable.
EVENTS OF INTEREST 
Diversity and Disability - Migrant Resource Centre North West in partnership with Community Learning & Living – Yooralla present a 10 session Course meeting every two weeks :Disability, Self Advocacy & Independence: Your Life, Your Way 

Generally for people with a disability it is harder to be independent, particularly because of family and community perceptions, lack of accessibility and information on services and support available. Do you feel the need to develop more skills to speak up for yourself and believe in what you can achieve in your life? If all this sounds familiar, these group sessions are for you.

Date: 
Starts Tuesday 27th April 2010

Time: 
10.30am to 12.30pm 

Where: 
Yooralla, Ground floor, 244 Flinders St Melbourne 

RSVP:
by Monday 19th April – 

Email: christian@mrcnorthwest.org.au Phone: 9367 6044

Email: jeanette.lee@yooralla.com.au    Phone: 9916 5800  
These sessions are specially targeted towards Ethnic people with a disability but everyone is welcome. Please let us know if you need attendant care support and/or interpreters.Morning tea and coffee will be provided.
CONFERENCES

QIP and AGPAL 5th International Conference in Health Care, Quality Around the World
Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

20/05/2010 – 22/05/2010

Link:

http://www.qip.com.au/conference
Australian Health & Hospital Summit
Location:
Brisbane

Dates:

21/05/2010 – 21/05/2010

Details:
CHF Executive Director, Carol Bennett, will participate in a panel session looking at improving health services 

2010 National Medicines Symposium, Medicines in People’s Lives
Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

26/05/2010 – 28/05/2010

Link:

http://www.nms2010.org.au
The 3rd Biennial Conference, Breathing New Life into Maternity Care
Location:
Alice Springs

Dates:

01/07/2010 – 04/07/2010

Link:

http://www.breathingnewlife.remark.com.au
27th International Congress of Applied Psychology (ICAP 2010)
Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

11/07/2010 – 16/07/2010

Link:

http://www.icap2010.com/
8th Australian Conference on Safety and Quality in Health Care
Location:
Perth

Dates:

06/09/2010 – 08/09/2010

Link:

http://www.aaqhc2010.org.au/
TheMHS (The Mental Health Services) 20th Annual Conference
Location:
 Sydney

Dates:

14/09/2010 – 17/09/2010

Details:
20 years strong and now a renaissance

Link:

http://www.themhs.org/2010-annual-conference
National Forum on Safety and Quality in Health Care
Location:
Canberra

Dates:

25/10/2010 – 26/10/2010

Link:

http://sapmea.asn.au/conventions/forumsqhc2010/index.html
POLICY NEWS 
Prescribing rights for nurses and midwives legislated

Consumers will be able to claim Medicare and Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme rebates for some consultations and prescriptions provided by nurses and midwives under legislative changes passed in Federal Parliament in March. The changes will also make professional indemnity insurance available to midwives from July this year.

· View Minister Roxon's media release 
OTHER NEWS 
$436 million to take pressure off our hospitals by delivering personalised care for diabetics. 

As part of delivering a National Health and Hospitals Network, the Rudd Government will invest $436 million to transform the way Australians with long term illness are treated.

This will begin with improving health outcomes for the nearly one million Australians living with diabetes - too many of whom end up being treated in hospitals.

For the first time, the Rudd Government will offer Australians with diabetes the option of signing up with a GP practice of their choice. This practice will:

· become responsible for managing their care, including by developing a personalised care plan; 

· help organise access to the additional services they need, such as care from a dietician or physiotherapist, as set out in their personalised care plan; 

· be paid, in part, on the basis of their performance in keeping their patients healthy and out of hospital. 
To read the complete press release, go to: http://www.pm.gov.au/node/6610

Trial funding to be scrutinised

A conclusion that research sponsored by the pharmaceutical industry is more likely to produce results favouring pharmaceutical products has led to tough new guidelines for trial reporting.
The new guidelines were published during the week by the British Medical Journal (BMJ) and eight other leading journals around the world.

Among a slew of expanded requirements is one that authors describe in detail the role of trial funders, justified by reference to studies showing pharma-backed research tends to produce more positive results for sponsors'' drugs than research funded from other sources.

In an accompanying report, the BMJ says there is overwhelming evidence that current reporting of randomised controlled trials (RCTs) is not optimal. The article states that inadequate reporting and design are associated with biased estimates of treatment effects, and also seriously damages the reputation of RCTs.

The new guidelines are part of the latest statement of the CONSORT group on CT reporting, published during the week. The most salient aspect of the statement is a checklist consisting of 25 items covering all aspects of trail reporting. According to CONSORT, following the checklist is the best way to ensure trial reliability and transparency. The 2010 update incorporates topics that have only recently received recognition, such as selective outcome reporting bias, CONSORT says.

The group now recommends authors use the word "randomised" in the title of their report to ensure that trials are indexed correctly. It also contains a template for a structured abstract where information about the trial is given under a series of headings. The statement says recent studies have shown the format allows readers to find information more easily.

When writing report introductions, CONSORT strongly suggests authors cover the necessity for the trial, preventing "exposing humans unnecessarily to the risks of research". The section pertaining to trial method is extensive and focuses on the correct reporting of random sequence generation, random allocation concealment, and blinding.

A flow diagram is strongly recommended in the Results section in order show the flow of participants through the study clearly. CONSORT recommends the diagram depict information from four stages of a trial, including enrolment, intervention allocation, follow-up, and analysis. Authors are warned to differentiate between statistical significance and clinical importance during the Discussion section and also discuss any imprecision in the results.

In addition, the statement advises registering trials at their inception to make the details publically available. A 2008 study in Pubmed.gov surveyed 165 high impact medical journals and found 44 journals specifically stated that all recent clinical trials must be registered as a requirement of submission to that journal.

More than 400 journals and three leading editorial groups across the world have now given their official support to CONSORT. Local journals including the Australia and New Zealand Health Policy, Australian & New Zealand Journal of Obstetrics & Gynaecology, Australian and New Zealand Journal of Surgery, Australian Occupational Therapy Journal and the Medical Journal of Australia, are all endorsers of the guidelines. 

The new guide can be viewed in detail at www.consort-statement.org 

DO YOU WANT TO BE INVOLVED?
Type 2 Diabetes, Cariovascular Conditions, Complimentary and Alternative Medicine (CAM) Research

CAMELOT is a Monash University research project looking at the use of Complementary and Alternative Medicines (CAMs) by people with type @ diabetes and/or cardiovascular disease. CAMELOT looks at how and why people with these chronic conditions use CAMs – the motivators, the costs and the benefits.

CAMELOT aims to find out more about the relationship between the use of CAM, whether on its own or in combination with conventional medicine, and also about how people with cardiovascular disorders or Type 2 diabetes manage their condition(s).

If you would like to participate in the research, or receive more information about the project, please visit www.camelot.monash.edu.au or contact Jennifer Moral on 99034695.

NEW RESOURCES 
Swine Flu
On March 21st, The Honourable Nicola Roxton, Minister for Health and Aging, launched the government’s “Facts about Swine Flu” Campaign. 

“Since the beginning of this year there have been almost 50 confirmed cases of swine flu in Australia. 

To help people understand the risks swine flu poses to the community, and the need for all people to get vaccinated, the Australian Government is launching the ‘Facts about Swine Flu’ campaign.

These simple facts demonstrate that this is no ordinary flu. It affects younger, healthier people. In 2009, there were 37,636 cases, including 191 associated deaths. The median age of those dying was 53 years, compared to 83 years for seasonal influenza.

Having people vaccinated now, before the flu season starts, will allow us to have an orderly vaccination program and avoid undue pressure on vaccination providers that could happen if people delay their vaccination until winter or until they see a rise in cases.

As at 5 March there were 5003 hospitalisations, 682 ICU admissions associated with swine flu in Australia.

Armed with these facts about what happened in Australia last year I am urging people, particularly parents, to get the swine flu vaccine for themselves and their families now. It’s safe, it’s effective and it’s free for everyone six months and older.

Protection against swine flu is included in the 2010 seasonal flu vaccine but supplies are primarily targeted at risk groups, including pregnant women, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 15 to 64 years, people aged six months to 64 years with chronic medical conditions such as cardiac disease and respiratory conditions and people aged 65 years and over.

The free Panvax®H1N1 will continue to be provided to all Australians six months and older during the 2010 flu season.”

People wanting information on pandemic (H1N1) 2009 vaccination, or to the view the advertising material, should visit www.healthemergency.gov.au
To subscribe or unsubscribe to eNews, contact Souzi Markos:

s.markos@healthissuescentre.org.au
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