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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HEALTH ISSUES CENTRE
Consumer Advisory Committees One Day Forum

Tuesday, 27 July 2010

This is an opportunity, especially for new CAC members to hear from others on themes that have being identified as timely for the ongoing development of CACs ten years on.  You will note that only 5 places are available for each health service (inc. CAC members and staff/board members).

 

All registrations should come through your Community Advisory Committee. To download the form, please click here: http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/06/328489-upload-00001.dot
To download the programme, please click here:

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/06/328490-upload-00001.pdf
Closing date for registrations is Friday, 16 July.

Forum enquiries:  Jackie Mansourian – Ph: 9479 5870 j.mansourian@healthissuescentre.org.au 

 

Registration enquiries:  Souzi Markos - Ph: 9479 5827 s.markos@healthissuescentre.org.au 

CONSUMERS REFORMING HEALTH 2011 CONFERENCE
Health Issues Centre will host the inaugural international conference for community engagement in health care. The conference will run from 18th - 20th July 2011 with a Public Forum on Sunday 17th of July 2011 at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre.

Consumers Reforming Health 2011 is a forum developed specifically for those with interest in involving consumers in health policy and process. The conference upholds the essential principle that consumer participation is fundamental for health development, clinical governance, community capacity building and health outcomes.

The program aims to demonstrate and enhance this proposition by exploring the experiences, frameworks and practical strategies of participation in a number of health sectors among a diverse range of relevant stakeholders. It intends to broker some new learning on core principles for future change.

For further information about the conference please go to the conference website.
Consumers Reforming Health Conference

CONSUMER PARTICIPATION 

The Consumer Participation in Cancer Research, a resource for consumers was developed in 2010 by Health Issues Centre with funding from the Victorian Cancer Agency. This is a consumer-friendly resource to support participation of consumers in research processes. This resource is complemented by a series of Power Point presentations.

Also here is The Consumer Participation Resource for Researchers. This is a resource to facilitate the work of researchers in involving consumers more effectively in research processes. To download these resources, please go to:
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/06/328603-upload-00001.doc
POLICY NEWS

Legislation to set up the Healthcare Identifiers Service was passed by federal Parliament on June 24th. All patients will get individual healthcare identifiers (IHIs) under the Healthcare Identifiers Act. This will boost safety and quality for patients and cut waste and duplication. 

Healthcare identifiers will improve the management and communication of health information for healthcare delivery. They will help provider organisations better identify and manage patient information. 

Unique healthcare identifiers will now be allocated by the Healthcare Identifiers Service, operated by Medicare Australia. 

The decision to establish a personally-controlled electronic health record will be a personal one and will require individual consent. People will not need to remember their IHI to have access to healthcare services. The IHI is separate to an electronic health record and holds only enough information to clearly identify a person. 

More information about healthcare identifiers and the Healthcare Identifiers Service is available at www.ehealthinfo.gov.au or www.medicare.gov.au
NEW ON OUR WEBSITE
Australia’s Health 2010

The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare has just released the 2010 edition of Australia’s Health. This is an invaluable compendium of statistics and analysis on the health of our nation.

While the report shows the health of Australians is generally good compared to other countries, and is improving on many fronts, there are exceptions to the good news: 
• complex, disconnected health system leading to difficulties accessing care; 
• rising rates of cancer; 
• increases in some diseases, especially diabetes; 
• rising levels of obesity; and 
• higher disease rates, disability rates and mortality among Indigenous people.

To download the report in brief, please click here: 
Australia's Health 2010 - in brief 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Women’s Health Strategy.
The strategy, developed by the Australian Women’s Health Network (AWHN) Aboriginal Women’s Talking Circle, seeks to address the gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous women’s health.

The AWHN used the Aboriginal Women’s Talking Circle to consult with more than 400 Indigenous women across Australia on health issues, gaps, and barriers to services for the strategy.

The strategy’s recommendations include:
· implementing cultural safety accreditation standards and annual audits for women’s health providers; and 

· Establishing a biannual Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women’s health conference.

The strategy is designed to supplement existing State and Territory documents which identify priorities and needs.
To download the strategy document, please click here: 
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/06/329018-upload-00001.pdf
NEW RESOURCES
Health Literacy Universal Precautions Toolkit. April 2010

The toolkit is based on the principles of universal precautions, or specific actions that providers can take to make health information more understandable for all patients. It is designed to be used by all levels of staff in practices providing primary care for adults and/or paediatric patients.

USA Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/06/326590-upload-00001.pdf
Written information about individual medicines for consumers, March 2007

This Cochrane Review from 25 studies showed that there was not strong enough evidence to say whether written medicines information is effective in changing knowledge, attitudes and behaviours related to medicine taking. There is some evidence that written information can improve knowledge.
Nicolson D, Knapp P, Raynor DK, Spoor P. Written information about individual medicines for consumers. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2009, Issue 2. 
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2010/06/326589-upload-00001.pdf
Influenza Vaccination for Healthcare Workers

The Influenza Specialist Group (ISG), a not-for-profit organisation with an interest in influenza. Of particular relevance to your organisation ISG have been believe would be our working with regard to influenza vaccination among health care workers. 
A discussion was developed paper last year where a number of recommendations concerning vaccination of healthcare workers have been made. For further information, visit the website at: http://www.influenzaspecialistgroup.org.au/
EVENTS OF INTEREST
Be part of the National Centre for Farmer Health Inaugural Conference

‘Opening the Gates on Farmer Health’

Take this opportunity to be part of this dynamic conference 

· Promote the expertise in your organisation

· Learn about the latest developments in the sector

· Share the podium with international keynote speakers

· Participate in a conference that will highlight the diverse issues that affect farming communities.

Upload an abstract and Register now on www.farmerhealth.org.au/conference 

When:  11-13 October 2010
Where:  Hamilton, Victoria
For further information, contact Sally Stevenson (03) 5551 8587 sally.stevenson@wdhs.net
CONFERENCES

27th International Congress of Applied Psychology (ICAP 2010)
Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

11/07/2010 – 16/07/2010

Link:

http://www.icap2010.com/
2nd Improving the Delivery of Emergency Care 
Location:
Gold Coast
Dates:

26/08/2010 – 27/08/2010 

Link:

http://www.changechampions.com.au/upcoming-seminars
In the Spotlight:  Patient Centred Care 

Location:
Brisbane

Dates:

02/09/2010 – 03/09/2010 

Link:

http://www.changechampions.com.au/upcoming-seminars
8th Australian Conference on Safety and Quality in Health Care
Location:
Perth

Dates:

06/09/2010 – 08/09/2010

Link:

http://www.aaqhc2010.org.au/ 

Balancing Emergency and Elective Surgery 

Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

09/09/10 – 10/09/10

Link:

http://www.anzca.edu.au/events/events/balancing-emergency-and-elective-surgery.ics
The MHS (The Mental Health Services) 20th Annual Conference
Location:
 Sydney

Dates:

14/09/2010 – 17/09/2010

Details:
20 years strong and now a renaissance

Link:

http://www.themhs.org/2010-annual-conference
National Forum on Safety and Quality in Health Care
Location:
Canberra

Dates:

25/10/2010 – 26/10/2010

Link:

http://sapmea.asn.au/conventions/forumsqhc2010/index.html
Supporting the Healthcare Workforce – Innovations in OH &S

Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

18/11/2010 – 19/11/2010

Link:

http://www.changechampions.com.au/upcoming-seminars
JOB OPPORTUNITY
Position Vacant:  Program Manager (Rural Health Continuing Education) 

The National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA) seeks a part-time Program Manager to develop and manage Stream 2 of the Rural Health Continuing Education program.

This is an interesting and challenging role for someone who has a passion for improving the health system in rural and remote Australia, understands the requirements of health professionals for professional development, and has the ability to align the program with government health policies. 

You will have oversight of the RHCE program, which the NRHA manages for the Department of Health and Ageing.  If you have an existing network of contacts in the industry that would be highly regarded, as would tertiary qualifications in a related field.  

The salary range is $60,000-$70,000 FTE, depending on experience. 

Enquiries:  leanne@ruralhealth.org.au or 02 6285 4660. 

Applications by cob Friday 9 July 2010. 

To subscribe or unsubscribe to eNews, contact Souzi Markos:

info@healthissuescentre.org.au
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