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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HEALTH ISSUES CENTRE

Consumer Information Session with 
The Hon Mark Butler MP, Parliamentary Secretary for Health

The Consumers Health Forum of Australia (CHF) and Health Issues Centre (HIC) are co-hosting an information session to discuss the Federal Government’s proposed National Health and Hospitals Network and COAG outcomes with the Hon Mark Butler MP, Parliamentary Secretary for Health.

The consultation will be held on Thursday, 20 May 2010 (2:00pm to 3:30pm) in Melbourne.

Venue: Mercure Welcome Hotel, 265-281 Little Bourke Street, Melbourne

 

Earth & Fire Room (Lower Ground Floor)

 

We hope that many Melbourne and surrounding region health consumers, carers and their families will be able to attend this important event which will provide an avenue for consumer information and discussion on the hospitals reform debate. 

Please register your interest to attend with Lindee Russell, CHF Project Officer: l.russell@chf.org.au or ph (02) 6273 5444.

Please note that unfortunately funds to support attendance are not available.

If you have any special needs please ensure you let us know.

Health Reform
The debate around Health Reform has been closely monitored by HIC. Our CEO, Michael Jansen recently wrote this article, which has been published in the April Edition of the Consumer Health Forum journal “Health Voices”.
Bucking the health reform debate

Michael Janssen

“Health reform without clear mechanisms for consumer involvement needs to be challenged.

Does Victoria have something to lose through the PM’s health reform proposal? 

Perhaps. Maybe. Dunno. 

You may be hearing a lot of that in the near future. The mantra of every bureaucrat at every consultation on health reform has been ‘the devil is in the detail’, closely followed by shrill requests for Canberra to ‘show us some detail’! No one seems to have enough detail to assess the probable impact of national reform on state and local health services.” 

Read the complete article: http://www.chf.org.au/pdfs/hvo/hvo-2010-6-health-voices.pdf
Michael was also recently interviewed by Alison Hall from the ABC Radio’s “The World Today” programme.

Listen to the interview: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2010/s2873669.htm 
JOURNAL NEWS
The autumn edition of the Health Issues Centre Journal is now available. The theme of this edition is: ‘Whole-of-journey approach to providing coordinated and supportive care to rural consumers and carers who travel for healthcare’.
Articles include:
· Improving the Patient Journey for Country South Australians

· Reflections on the experience of supporting country Aboriginal people who have to travel to the city for health care 

· Achieving Positive Outcomes for Remote Aboriginal Cardiac Patients

· Consumer stories, solutions and opinions   

· Supporting consumers travelling for healthcare in South West Victoria – a case for community transport 

· Combining Care Coordination and Supportive Care in Regional Victoria

· Investing in essential health care locally 

Copies of the Journal can be purchased by contacting Souzi Markos on 9479 5827 or info@healthissuescentre.org.au
CONSUMER PARTICIPATION 

Consumer Medicines Representatives Workshop

Wednesday, 9 June 2010, Sydney

CHF is pleased to announce that a Consumer Representatives Workshop will be held in Sydney on Wednesday, 9 June 2010 as part of our current Community Quality Use of Medicines Project funded by the National Prescribing Service. This is an exciting opportunity to bring consumer representatives together to network and undertake professional development, and to develop new consumer representatives.

Some key topics for the day will include: 

·  Recent developments in health reform as it relates to quality use of medicines

· Skills for consumer representatives

· Confidentiality and reporting

· Support for consumer representatives. 

We will also hear from consumers who attended the National Medicines Symposium.

Places are strictly limited, so please register your interest early. Download an Expression of Interest (EOI) form at LINK or contact Lindee Russell, CHF Project Officer at l.russell@chf.org.au or on (02) 6273 5444 (STD calls will be returned) as soon as possible for a copy of the form. Closing date for EOIs is Monday, 17 May 2010. 
POLICY NEWS

The Minister for Health and Ageing, Nicola Roxon has just announced $6.5 million to support additional clinical training places for students at local universities - which will encourage more health students to study and work in Victoria. 

Institutions to share in the funding for Victoria include Monash University, the University of Melbourne, Deakin University, the Australian College of Optometry and Northern Health. 
The funding will support approximately 1200 additional annual clinical training placements for entry-level students currently enrolled in medicine, nursing and midwifery, physiotherapy, optometry and a variety of other allied health disciplines. 

The funding for Victoria is part of up to $67.5 million in Increased Clinical Training Capacity grants provided by the Rudd Government for 65 projects across Australia. 

For further details of the funding, go to:
 http://www.health.gov.au/internet/ministers/publishing.nsf/Content/DEAD6E171A51B823CA2577180021B95F/$File/nr080.pdf
NEW ON OUR WEBSITE

Improving patient medication safety in Australia 
World Health Organization’s High 5s Project 

The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) has, with the participation of 28 hospitals across Australia, launched a program to improve the safety of patients receiving medicines in hospitals. 

Under the program, the participating hospitals will introduce standardised procedures to collect and check information about each patient’s medicines much more rigorously and accurately, starting from when the patient is first admitted to hospital and continuing through each stage of the patient’s hospital treatment when medicines may change. 

The procedures are also designed to make sure that when the patient is finally discharged, they and their doctor will also get an accurate and comprehensive list of the medicines they may need to take once they are back in the community. 

The new standardised procedures lay out a systematic process for obtaining, at the time of admission, a complete and accurate list of each patient’s current medications – including name, dosage, frequency and route; using the list when writing admission, transfer or discharge medication orders; and comparing the list against the patient’s admission, transfer and discharge orders, identifying and bringing any discrepancies to the attention of the prescriber and, if appropriate, making changes to the orders. 

For further information, please visit the Medication Safety Program page (under ‘Our Work’) at www.safetyandquality.gov.au or contact the Commission on (02) 9263 3633. 


EVENTS OF INTEREST

RECOVERY – STROKE SURVIVORS SHARE THEIR STORIES

This is a very special photographic exhibition sponsored by the Stroke Association of Victoria and the City of Melbourne. 

This exhibition is providing the opportunity for Victorian Stroke Survivors to share experiences that have encouraged them in their life after stroke.

Date: 

Friday, 14 May from 12noon until 4pm

         

Saturday, 15 May and Sunday, 16 May from 10am - 4pm

Venue: 
Condell Room, Melbourne Town Hall

Entry Fee: 
gold coin donation

For further information, please contact (03) 9077 1246 or admin@strokeassociation.com.au
CONFERENCES

QIP and AGPAL 5th International Conference in Health Care, Quality Around the World
Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

20/05/2010 – 22/05/2010

Link:

http://www.qip.com.au/conference
Australian Health & Hospital Summit
Location:
Brisbane

Dates:

21/05/2010 – 21/05/2010

Details:
CHF Executive Director, Carol Bennett, will participate in a panel session looking at improving health services 

2010 National Medicines Symposium, Medicines in People’s Lives
Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

26/05/2010 – 28/05/2010

Link:

http://www.nms2010.org.au 

Chomping On Reform: Improving the Delivery of Oral and Dental Health 

Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

03/06/2010 – 04/06/2010

Link:

http://www.changechampions.com.au/seminar/chomping-into-reform-improving-the-delivery-of-oral-and-dental-health_53
The 3rd Biennial Conference, Breathing New Life into Maternity Care
Location:
Alice Springs

Dates:

01/07/2010 – 04/07/2010

Link:

http://www.breathingnewlife.remark.com.au
27th International Congress of Applied Psychology (ICAP 2010)
Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

11/07/2010 – 16/07/2010

Link:

http://www.icap2010.com/
2nd Improving the Delivery of Emergency Care 
Location:
Gold Coast
Dates:

26/08/2010 – 27/08/2010 

Link:

http://www.changechampions.com.au/upcoming-seminars
In the Spotlight:  Patient Centred Care 

Location:
Brisbane

Dates:

02/09/2010 – 03/09/2010 

Link:

http://www.changechampions.com.au/upcoming-seminars
8th Australian Conference on Safety and Quality in Health Care
Location:
Perth

Dates:

06/09/2010 – 08/09/2010

Link:

http://www.aaqhc2010.org.au/ 

Balancing Emergency and Elective Surgery 

Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

09/09/10 – 10/09/10

Link:

http://www.anzca.edu.au/events/events/balancing-emergency-and-elective-surgery.ics
The MHS (The Mental Health Services) 20th Annual Conference
Location:
 Sydney

Dates:

14/09/2010 – 17/09/2010

Details:
20 years strong and now a renaissance

Link:

http://www.themhs.org/2010-annual-conference
National Forum on Safety and Quality in Health Care
Location:
Canberra

Dates:

25/10/2010 – 26/10/2010
Link:

http://sapmea.asn.au/conventions/forumsqhc2010/index.html
Supporting the Healthcare Workforce – Innovations in OH &S

Location:
Melbourne

Dates:

18/11/2010 – 19/11/2010

Link:

http://www.changechampions.com.au/upcoming-seminars
DO YOU WANT TO BE INVOLVED?

Victorian study investigating the perspectives and needs of people with Type 2 diabetes or cardiovascular conditions 

Monash University invites Victorians with Type 2 diabetes and/or a cardiovascular condition to contribute to a research project (CAMELOT) looking at management of these chronic conditions – including use (or non-use) of natural therapies (e.g. taking vitamins and mineral, seeing a naturopath, having acupuncture etc).  CAMELOT provides a voice for people with Type 2 diabetes and/or cardiovascular conditions and it has the potential to influence future health policy and practice. This study does not involve a therapeutic intervention, but you can Participate by taking 25 minutes to complete a questionnaire on the internet (at www.camelot.monash.edu.au), or by contacting the researchers to have a printed copy posted to you. 

Eligibility criteria: 
Over 18 years old and a Victorian resident




Have Type 2 diabetes and/OR a cardiovascular condition (any)

Each completed questionnaire received by 15 July 2010 goes into the draw to WIN one of 100 $50 gift cards. To be involved contact Jennifer Moral or Rachel Canaway at Monash University on phone: 1800 887 356 or email camelot.psych@med.monash.edu.au
NEW RESOURCES

National Pain Strategy

"It's one of the biggest health issues in Australia today: every bit as big as cancer, AIDS and coronary heart disease. Pain."

Professor Michael Cousins, AM, a world authority on pain and its management.

The National Pain Strategy has just been released. The recommendations contained in this Strategy have been developed through an independent process, including discussion at the National Pain Summit in March 2010.

To view the strategy, go to: 

http://www.painsummit.org.au/strategy/Strategy-NPS.pdf/view
To subscribe or unsubscribe to eNews, contact Souzi Markos:

info@healthissuescentre.org.au
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