Victorians Participate in Health

New resources, web links and practice examples added for September 2009
Electronic Health Records

Health Issues Centre with funding from the Department of Health maintains and provides a webpage which contains information about consumer participation in health. Documents focus on resources - key relevant policy documents, examples of participation in practice, and research on consumer participation. 

New Resources
Healthcare identifiers and privacy
All Australian governments recognise the potential benefits of changing how information is accessed and shared across the healthcare system through the use of electronic communication and information technology to ensure that information is available when it is needed to provide patient care.

The adoption of this technology, commonly described as e-health, is expected to transform the way in which healthcare providers practise and consumers interact with the health system and improve the safety and quality of healthcare and patient outcomes.
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/09/292242-upload-00001.pdf
Electronic health records – People centred or technology centred 
The National Health and Hospitals Reform Commission say that electronic health records which can be accessed by health professionals and across all settings, with the persons agreement, is arguable the most important enabler of truly person centred care.

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/09/292244-upload-00001.pdf
New practice examples
Australian Government – Department of Health and Ageing 
eHealth Incentive Guidelines (PIP)

The PIP eHealth Incentive aims to encourage practices to keep up-to-date with the latest development in eHealth  
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/09/292245-upload-00001.pdf
E-Health: Empowering clinicians and consumers
This is a power point presentation by Marion J.Ball Ed.D, while its is set in an American context some of the points are relevant to the eHealth debate in Australia.  In this power point eHealth is also used to mean not only personal electronic health records but also the vast amount of information that is now available on the internet which is used by consumers to make decisions about their health care.

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/09/292247-upload-00001.pdf
New Web links
NEHTA - National E-Health Transition Authority
Across Australia there is a groundswell of support for a better, more connected healthcare system. More than 80 percent of Australians are in favour of electronic health records and are increasingly aware of the safety and quality benefits that e-health can deliver. NEHTA has been tasked by the governments of Australia to identify and foster the development of the right technology necessary to deliver the best e-health system.
http://www.nehta.gov.au/
The Australian eHealth research centre
A joint venture between CSIRO and the Queensland Government, the Australian e-Health Research Centre is a leading national research facility in ICT for healthcare innovations.

http://aehrc.com/hie/
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