Victorians Participate in Health

New resources, web links and practice examples added for July 2009
Consumer participation at the individual level 

Decision Making 
Health Issues Centre with funding from the Victorian Department of Human Services maintains and provides a webpage which contains information about consumer participation in health. Documents focus on resources - key relevant policy documents, examples of participation in practice, and research on consumer participation. 

New Resources
Variations in Lay Health Theories: Implications for Consumer Health Care Decision Making
The article provides empirical evidence that the ways American consumers once thought about health have changed and multiplied in this new era of competing health paradigms. The study demonstrates that in the current environment consumers think about health and health care in a multiplicity of very different ways, leading to the conclusion that we should not classify health care consumers as either conventional or alternative.
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/07/288378-upload-00001.pdf
Theories of Medical Decision Making and Health: An Evidence-Based Approach
This article argues that as populations’ age and research that can reduce human suffering and death advances, it is essential to make research available to people in ways that they can use. Theories that illuminate underlying decision processes provide the essential bridge between research advances and health outcomes.
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/07/288379-upload-00001.pdf
New practice examples
Criteria for judging the quality of patient decision aids
International Patient Decision Aid Collaboration

This resource looks the standards, content and process of developing a patient decision aid

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/07/288383-upload-00001.pdf
Ottawa Personal Decision Guide
A general decision guide that can be used for any health or social decision developed by the Ottawa Hospital Research Institute

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/07/288384-upload-00001.pdf
New Web links
Informed Medical Decisions
A non-profit organization advancing research, policy, and clinical models that assure patients are fully informed and involved in decisions that affect their health and well-being.
http://www.informedmedicaldecisions.org/
Inside Radiology

Through the Quality Use of Diagnostic Imaging project work, the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists has prepared a consumer information website on radiology procedures. 

http://www.insideradiology.com.au
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