Victorians Participate in Health
New resources, web links and practice examples added for April 2009
Focus on Participation by people with a disability 
Health Issues Centre with funding from the Victorian Department of Human Services maintains and provides a webpage which contains information about consumer participation in health. Documents focus on resources - key relevant policy documents, examples of participation in practice, and research on consumer participation. 
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Participation in Government Advisory Bodies in Australia: An intellectual disability Perspective, Author Patsie Frawley, LaTrobe University January 2008

This Qualitative study examined the participatory experience of people with an intellectual disability as members of government disability advisory bodies in Australia.  
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/04/272326-upload-00001.pdf
Disability Rights Advocacy Workbook- Geneva Switzerland 2007

This workbook was prepared to facilitate advocacy for people with disabilities.  Each section of the workbook answers key questions about advocacy by and for people with disabilities that advocates, their communities and their allies are likely to use.

http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/04/272327-upload-00001.pdf
New practice examples

Coordinating to improve Health Outcomes in People with Intellectual Disability. ‘focus’ Individualised Support Services have introduced a role of Community Healthcare Coordinator.

People, who have an intellectual disability, have increased health care requirements across a broad range of Health indicators. The changing directions in Service Delivery have inevitably resulted in the transferring of responsibility for health care from segregated settings to the general community. As with the general population, General Practitioners should be the principal providers of healthcare to people with disabilities.
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/04/272328-upload-00001.doc
Making Meetings Accessible to People With Disabilities 
By: Kristin Clarke, CAE , The Center for Association Leadership kclarke@centeronline.org 
Source: Executive Update 
Feature Published: July 2000 

Improving meeting accessibility is smart business for associations that want to attract people with disabilities as Kristin Merriman-Clarke reports in this Executive Update feature article. Read first hand accounts as well as useful tips and guides to make your meetings more inclusive for individuals with disabilities.
http://www.healthissuescentre.org.au/documents/items/2009/04/272331-upload-00001.doc
New Web links

Victorian Disability Advisory Council (VDAC)

The Victorian Disability Advisory Council was established in July 2007 under the Disability Act 2006. The principle purpose of the Council is to provide advice to the Minister for Community Services in respect of whole of government policies and strategies to increase the participation of people with a disability in the Victorian Community. The Council also works with other local and national community and government advisory groups to create opportunities for all Victorians. The Council's term of office is from July 2007 to 2010. 

http://www.officefordisability.vic.gov.au/disability_advisory_council.htm
U.S. Department of Health and Humans Services Office on Disability

The Health and Human Services Office on Disability (OD) oversees the implementation and coordination of disability programs, policies and special initiatives in HHS pertaining to the health and health-related programs for over 54 million persons with disabilities in the United States. The Director of the Office reports to the Secretary and serves as an advisor on HHS activities related to disabilities.

http://www.hhs.gov/od/index.html
More resources available on our website www.healthissuescentre.org.au
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