Victorians Participate in Health
New resources, web links and practice examples added for February/March 2009
Focus on Indigenous Health
Health Issues Centre with funding from the Victorian Department of Human Services maintains and provides a webpage which contains information about consumer participation in health. Documents focus on Victorian resources - key relevant policy documents, examples of participation in practice, and research on consumer participation. 
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 A case study of policy change in ATSI health research

Health research policy: a case study of policy change in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health research

Sophia Leon de la Barra, Sally Redman and Sandra Eades / Australia and New Zealand Health Policy

There is considerate potential for health research to contribute to better health services and programs and improved health outcomes; the policies of health research funding agencies are critical to achieving health gains from research. The need for research to better address health disparities in Indigenous people has been widely recognised. This paper (i) describes the policy changes by NHMRC from 1997 to 2002 to improve funding of Aboriginal health research (ii) examines the catalysts for the policy changes (iii) describes the extent to which this has resulted in new models of research and (iv) outlines issues for Indigenous health policy in the future.
/documents/items/2009/03/266828-upload-00001.pdf (318.99Kb) 


Are hygiene and public health interventions likely to improve outcomes for Australian Aboriginal children living in remote communities? A systematic review of the literature

Are hygiene and public health interventions likely to improve outcomes for Australian Aboriginal children living in remote communities? A systematic review of the literature
Elizabeth McDonald and others / BMC Public Health, BioMed Central

Australian Aboriginal children living in remote communities still experience a high burden of common infectious diseases which are generally attributed to poor hygiene and unsanitary living conditions. The objective of this systematic literature review was to examine the epidemiological evidence for a relationship between various hygiene and public health intervention strategies, separately or in combination, and the occurrence of common preventable childhood infectious diseases. The purpose was to determine what intervention/s might most effectively reduce the incidence of skin, diarrhoeal and infectious diseases experienced by children living in remote Indigenous communities.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.hic.infoxchange.net.au/documents/items/2009/03/266830-upload-00001.pdf" \t "_blank" /documents/items/2009/03/266830-upload-00001.pdf (365.51Kb) 

New practice examples

Building capacity towards health leadership in remote Indigenous communities in Cape York

Glenn Lavarack and others / Australian Indigenous HealthBulletin

This paper describes an established approach for building capacity used for the first time with Health Action Teams (HATs) in three remote indigenous communities in Cape York.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.hic.infoxchange.net.au/documents/items/2009/03/266832-upload-00001.pdf" \t "_blank" /documents/items/2009/03/266832-upload-00001.pdf (260.25Kb) 

Hospital procedures for diseases of the digestive tract in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other Australians

Hospital procedures for diseases of the digestive tract in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other Australians

Authored by Al-Yaman F, Herceg A, Moore A & Vu H.

Hospitalisation rates for diseases of the digestive system are lower among Indigenous peoples compared with other Australians. However, of those who are hospitalised with a disease of the digestive system, Indigenous people are less likely to have a procedure recorded than other Australians. The aim of this study was to examine patterns of undergoing a procedure for diseases of the digestive tract once in hospital for Indigenous Australians compared with other Australians, after adjustment for a number of explanatory variables.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.hic.infoxchange.net.au/documents/items/2009/03/266834-upload-00001.pdf" \t "_blank" /documents/items/2009/03/266834-upload-00001.pdf (183.29Kb) 

New Web links

2008 Annual Hawke Lecture

The Greatest Injustice: why we have failed to improve the health of Aboriginal people

Delivered by Professor Fiona Stanley AC

Adelaide Town Hall, Thursday 6 November 2008
The high suicide rates in young Aboriginal people in Fitzroy Crossing in the Kimberley region of Western Australia in recent years prompted a Coronial Inquiry, which met for several months in 2007 with the Coroner, Alastair Hope, delivering his final report in February 2008. I was called to give evidence to the inquiry because of my Institute's long-standing research and interest in Aboriginal health and well being. It gave me an opportunity to summarise not only our research and that of others here and overseas, but to make the case for major government investment to improve Aboriginal outcomes in Australia more generally. Hence I aim to share with you my "manifesto"!

http://www.unisa.edu.au/hawkecentre/ahl/2008ahl_Stanley.asp
Part of the Aboriginal health problem, and part of the solution?

Melissa Sweet

Is the media stopping us from seeing the real problems and doing something about them

http://inside.org.au/part-of-the-aboriginal-health-problem/
More resources available on our website www.healthissuescentre.org.au
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